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Include a non-negligible risk to
stakeholders of:

Physical harm

Psychological harm Yes

Devaluation of personal worth

Full HREC Review

Cultural harm
Social harm
Economic harm
Legal harm?

Do my activities include a non-
negligible risk to stakeholders of
physical or psychological discomfort?

Are my activities
considered quality

assurance (QA) or
evaluation?

Are my activities:

Collecting and analysing data
in a way that is coincidental to
standard operating
procedures? and

Collecting data expressly for
the purpose of maintaining
standards or identifying areas
for improvement in the
environment from which the
data was obtained? and
Collecting and analysing data
not linked to individuals?

Yes

Do my activities:

Have a potential risk of infringing the
privacy or professional reputation of
participants, providers or organisations?
Use data or analysis from QA or evaluation
activities for another purpose?

Gather information about participants
beyond that which is collected routinely?
Use non-standard/innovative protocols or
equipment?

Compare cohorts?

Use randomisation, control groups or
placebos?

Involve targeted analysis of minority or
vulnerable groups separate to the overall
analysis?

Do my activities use
collections of information or
data where all personal
identifiers have been
removed before being
received by researchers; and
researchers explicitly agree
to prevent and not to attempt
re-identification?

Are my activities restricted to
surveys and observation of
public behaviour using
information
collected/recorded without
personal identifiers and is
highly unlikely to cause
distress to stakeholders?

Are my activities being
conducted as part of an
educational training program
in which the research activity
is for training purposes only
and where any outcomes or
documentation are for
program use only?

Lower Risk Review

Am I only using information publicly available
through legislation or regulation, such as such
as mandatory reporting information,
information obtained from registries of births
and deaths, coronial investigations or reports
of the Australian Bureau of Statistics?

Statement of
exemption
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